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THE ANNUAL GENERAL © 


The annual general meeting was held on Wednes- 
day last, and passed off without any noteworthy 
incident. 

Rather a heavy poll, considering the present quiet 
condition of veterinary politics, resulted in the 
success of two new candidates, and the re-election 
of seven of the eight retiring members of Council. 
The subsequent ballot decreed that the place of the 
late Mr. A. C. Cope should be taken by Prof. 
Dewar, who is therefore elected for one year only. 
On another page we print the full polling list, and 
the report of a meeting which is perhaps chiefly 
remarkable for the failure of an attempt to secure 
an improvement in the numbers attending it. 

In this sense it must be confessed that the fune- 
tion was disappointing. It seemed quite reasonable 
to suppose that the alteration of the hour, which 
undoubtedly facilitated the attendance of provincial 
members, might lead to an improved attendance, 
but it cannot be said that the experiment was a 
success. 

There are a few members— some of whom, by the 
way, are busy men—who always seem able to find 
time for this meeting, and it is a pity that their 
example is not more widely followed. 


COMPENSATION FOR GLANDERS IN MAN. 


It is said that straws indicate the direction of the 
wind ; and we notice one such straw which strikes 
us as a distinctly hopeful sign of the times. Our 
readers are aware that the new Workmen's Com- 
pensation Act, which comes into force next month, 
provides that compensation may be claimed for 
death or incapacitation resulting from diseases and 
injuries—other than injuries by accident—which 
“are due to industrial occupations,” and “are dis- 
tinguishable as such.” In other words, compensa- 
tion may be claimed for diseases which are recog- 
nised as being caused by the nature of the employ- 
ment. Some such diseases, among which are 
anthrax, and poisoning by arsenic, phosphorus, and 
other drugs, have already been scheduled under the 
Act, along with the industrial processes which cause 
them; and the Home Secretary some time ago 
appointed a Departmental Committee to enquire 
what additional ones should be included in the 
schedule. 

The Committee, after a very painstaking investi- 
gation, has recommended quite a large number of 
diseases for inclusion, and we are glad to note that 
glanders occupies a place in the list. The ‘ process 
causing it is defined as “Care of any equine animal 
suffering from glanders; handling the carcase ol 
such animal.”’ 

Itis needless to say that we fully concur with 


this reeommendation, which will probably be an sail 


ted by the Home Secretary with the remainder o 


the Committee's report. But, had the same Act 
been passed ten years ago, it is not at all likely 
that glanders would have been scheduled under it 
at that time The danger it occasions to human 
life was not then sufficiently appreciated, 

Asa matter of fact it is not yet appreciated as 
fully as it deserves to be, but it is beginning to 
be more generally recognised than was once the 
case. Gradually the authorities are awakening to 
the fact that the disease does constitute a grave 
menace to human beings, and the recommendation 
in question may be taken as a favourable portent 
in this respect. When the risk which men who 
have to do with glandered horses incur is fully 
realised, one more of the feeble excuses which are 
advanced in defence of the Government's inaction 
will have been demolished. 


An Important Sprecu. 

Sir Jobn M‘Fadyean is known throughout the veteri- 
nary profession as a man who never speaks upon any 
subject—-least of all one of which he is recognised to 
have special know ledge— without carefully weighing his 
words. 

This induces us to call special attention to some utter- 
ances which fell from him at our annual dinner. 

Coming from such a source, they are pregnant with 
significance. When replying to the toast of the 
R.C.V.S., Sir John hinted that the final result of the 
labours of the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis (of 
which we all know him to be a member) may be legisla- 
tion requiring @// local authorities to appoint a veteri- 
nary officer. At the same time, however, he expressed 
something like a doubt whether—-in the event of such 
legislation being imposed during the next two years— it 
will be easy to find a sufficient number of members of the 
profession fully fitted to undertake the duties involved. 
Preventive medicine, as Sir John pointed out, has 
now become so special a subject that it is absolutely 
necessary that the men to whom it is entrusted should 
have undergone a special training, in addition to that 
required for general practice. 

We recollect that Prof. Boyce- another member of the 
Royal Commission on Tuberculosis said something like 
this a year ago at the meeting of the National V.M.A. 
The moral is quite clear. There is more than a posst- 
bility that a large number of veterinarians may shortly 
be required to undertake special duties which the general 
practitioner is noi qualified to perform, This opens up 
a great future for tle veterinary profession, ifa sufficient 
number of its members will take advantage of the hints 
which have been thrown out. A few years ago, it would 
have been extremely diflicnlt— to say the least of it for 
a graduate to obtain the additional training necessary 
for this work in England. 

All that has changed now, and we have post-graduate 


‘lcourses which are open to every member of the pro 


fession who wishes to qualify himself for the new field 
of work that is opening to us. — Already many local 
authorities are appointing veterinary officers of their 
own free will, ana the prospect of legislation making 
the practice obligatory offers an opportunity which it 
Ma be criminal to neglect, 
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RUPTURE OF CHORD TENDIN/A IN 
THE HORSE. 


Subject.—A five-year-old Welsh mare, the pro- 
perty of a dairyman. 

Symptoms.—I first saw the animal on 21st May. 
Her general appearance gave little assistance in 
coming to a correct diagnosis. If allowed to stand 
quietly she presented no symptoms of suffering, but 
was only moved out of the stall with difficulty. On 
examination when at rest I found breathing to be 
normal, pulse frequent and irregular, and tem- 
perature 106°. 

I pronounced the case one of pericarditis. 

Treatment.— Stimulants and febrifuges, counter- 
irritation to the chest wall. Treatment was without 
avail, the animal refused everything in the shape of 
food, remaining in this condition without showing 
any change for four days, when death ensued. 


Autopsy.—A large quantity of fluid was found in. 


the peritoneal cavity. The posterior vena cava and 
other abdominal veins, as well as the liver and 
spleen, were enormously congested. The lungs 
were pale and anzmic, the pericardium was thick- 
ened and congested, and on opening the right side 
of the heart I found that about three-fourths of the 
chorde tendinz were ruptured. 

I made inquiry of the owner as to whether any 
accident had taken place, and was told that the mare 
had collided with a cart fourteen days previously, 
and after the collision, when ascending a hill, she 
stopped and refused to go, apparently turning 
breathless, but after resting for a minute or so she 
proceeded all right, and worked without giving any 
further trouble until shortly before I was called in. 

This case may be of interest to some members of 
the profession. I had never met with one of the 
kind before, and there is no reference to the condi- 
tion in literature with which I am acquainted, nor 
can I recall any similar case being recorded in the 
journals. 

JoHN CAMPBELL, M.R.C.V.S. 

Rutherglen. 


CHRONIC CATARRHAL PNEUMONIA OF 
SHEEP AND GOATS. 


In comparatively cold districts of East Africa, 
during and after the rains, a disease affecting the 
lungs of sheep is of frequent occurrence. It also 
affects goats, and has been called “ pleuro-pneu- 
monia of the goat.” The Masai indicate this 
disease and bovine pleuro-pneumonia by one and 
the same word—a native one which may be liter- 
ally translated as ‘ Lung-sick.”’ 

The affection runs a slowly progressive course, 
with no tendency to recovery. The first symptoms 
seen are occasional cough, and slightly accelerated 
respiration, both of which gradually increase, and 
are accompanied in the later stages by extreme 
emaciation. 

Death I believe is the invariable result, though 
it may be long delayed. 


The post-mortem appearances vary in accordance 
with the stage of the disease. In the early stages 
we find an area of catarrhal pneumonia, usually in 
one lobe of the lung, with a sharp line of demarca- 
tion separating the diseased portion from the rest 
of the organ, which looks quite normal. As the 
disease advances, the affected portion becomes 
much more extensive, but the line of demarcation 
between the diseased and healthy tissue (which, to 
my mind, is a very distinctive feature of this 
disease) persists. 

‘In the later stages, we may find little points of 
pus in the affected areas. At first these are very 
small—about the size of a pin’s head—but they 
tend to increase in size, and often, if the animal 
lives long enough, they break down the lung tissue 
and form a cavity. This breaking down of tissue, 
however, is not of constant occurrence. In its 
stead, we may find almost the whole lung semi- 
solid and resembling, both to the sight and touch, 
a piece of yellow soap which has been for some time 
in water. 

We often find pleuritic adhesions in these later 
stages, and also fluid in the pericardium. 

I have invariably found this disease associated 
with the presence of Strongylus contortus, often in 
immense numbers, in the abomasum. I have there- 
fore searched the lungs for parasites, but though | 
saw, under the microscope, a few round bodies 
which might possibly have been ova, I could detect 
no worms in the lung tissue, though once or twice 
I found Strongylus filaria in the trachea. 

The disease affects lambs more frequently than 
older sheep, but is not confined to animals of any 
particular age. Various theories have been enter- 
tained regarding the cause, which is still, however, 
obscure. 

Personally I am strongly inclined to regard the 
disease as a specific one, though others hold a 
different opinion. I believe the official explanation 
of the disease is as follows: 

“Nasal Fly” (Cistrus ovis) is very common in 
East Africa, as in many other parts of the world. 
It is supposed that sheep harbouring this parasite 
breath through their mouths, and thus inhale sand 
and dust into the lung. My own observations do 
not support the hypothesis. I have searched the 
nasal cavities of sheep affected with this pulmonary 
disease, and certainly found Cistrus larve in some, 
but by no means in all. Moreover, the course of 
the disease and the post-mortem appearances— 
especially the demarcation line have deseribed— 
all seem to me to indicate a specific origin. 

Affected animals never recover, but I have seen 
the further spread of the disease in a flock arrested 
after treatment for worms had been adopted. 

It is interesting to note that a very similar—if not, 
indeed, the same—disease of sheep and goats 1s 
well known in South Africa also. It prevails over 
the greater part of Cape Colony, especially in the 
higher and colder districts, and is known by the 
Dutch name of “ Jagziegte.” I have not seen this 
affection, but bave read descriptions of it by Mr. 
Robertson, the Cape bacteriologist, and Mr. Dun- 
can Hutcheon. The descriptions of “Jagziegte 
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given by these gentlemen resemble the Hast African 
disease so closely that I should judge the two affec- 
tions to be identical, save for one point, viz., that 
Messrs. Robertson and Hutcheon do not mention 
the constant presence of strongyles in the abom- 
asum. 

A Nore on Worms ww Hast Arrica. 


Worms are very common among sheep in Kast 
Africa, the soil and seasons being very favourable 
to their development and spread. In post-morteims 
of sheep, I have met with the following species :— 
Strongylus contortus, Strongylus filaria (the exis- 
tence of which in East Africa is, I believe, denied), 
Strongylus fillicolliss Tricocephalus afinis, (Esopha- 
yostomum columbianum, Tenia expansa, Cysticercus 
tenuicollis, Distoma hepaticum, and an A mphistoma. 
The last named being of frequent occurrence in the 
rumen of sheep. I have also seen Oxyuris curvula 
in the horse, and Strongylus armatus in the ass. 

Regarding treatment, I may mention that I have 
known a shepherd meet with considerable success 
(against Strongylus contortus) from the use of -a 
“lick”’ of copper sulphate and salt. He obtained 
his information from a small handbook relating to 
merino sheep. The late Mr. Duncan Hutcheon 
gave preference to copper sulphate against worms, 
but did not use it as a “ lick.” 

W. H. Fiook, F.R.C.V.S. 


ACUTE DERMATITIS OF THE FACE AND 
EARS OF SHEEP, DUE TO A COCCUS. 


From Report ON VETERINARY SCIENCE (14th Annual 
Report of Department of Agriculture, New Zealand, 
1906), by J. A. Gitrutu, M.R.C.V.S., Principal Veteri- 
nary Officer and Bacteriologist. 

In January, 1904, the existence of a peculiar disease 
affecting the head—-particularly the skin of the ears, 
nostrils, and mouth—on a large merino-sheep station in 
the South Island was brought under my notice by the 
manager. As the disease seemed to be entirely a new 
one, had only been noticed during December and Jan- 
uary of the three preceding summers, was confined to 
one paddock, and had resulted in the death of a number 
of sheep, Mr. Snowball was instructed to visit the station 
and investigate. 

Unfortunately, by the time he reached there shearing 
had practically finished, and the sheep had all been re- 
moved to the hill pasture. He wasable to examine only 
one sheep affected, but it was not a satisfactory case, the 
animal, a wether, having almost recovered. It was 
slanghtered, and specimens secured and forwarded for 
labcratory examination, which in this case did not shed 
any light on the subject. Mr. Snowball reported fully 
on the history of the disease, general appearance of the 
case, nature of the paddocks, etc., as derived from the 
manager’s observations. ; 

Early in January this year the manager communica- 
ted, as requested, the appearance of fresh cases, and Mr. 
Kerrigan investigated, it being impossible for Mr. Snow- 
ball to leave his other work. Asa result of this visit 
specimens were secured which enabled us to decide as to 
the nature of the disease, and to isolate what is evidently 
the causal pathogenic microbe. 

HIsToRY. 


The station consists of about 300,000 acres of hill and 
mountain country covered with natural tussock and 
some common weeds, such as nettles, star-thistle, etc. 


_ About eighty thousand merino sheep are carried when 
fully stocked. About the last week of December the 
sheep are mustered into two paddocks near the home- 
stead for shearing, and it is only in one of these pad- 
docks—about 12,000 acres in area— that the disease has 
oceurred. The other paddock, as well as the remainder 
of the station, has remained unattected. The two home 
paddocks are apparently exactly similar as regards soil, 
herbage, and water-supply, the formation being shingly 
plain surrounded by high hills, dry, covered with 
natural herbage similar to that on the station generally 
(tussock ete.), and watered by a creek with gravelly 
bottom. 

The disease appears only during about three weeks 
during December—January, when the sheep are annu- 
ally mustered for shearing. At other periods of the year 
no affected sheep have ever been observed. Generally 
from September to the middle or end of December there 
are no sheep in the paddock, but in winter there are 
always sheep there, and these show no symptoms of the 
disease. It first appeared in the summer of 1902-3, 
when the shearing was prolonged on account of wet 
weather, and a large number—nearly | per cent.—were 
affected. The next year the season was good, and the 
sheep being only in the paddock for a week compara- 
tively few became affected so far as was observed, Next 
year (1904-5), the season being again unfavourable and 
the paddock longer stocked in consequence, a larger 
number contracted the disease, although they were re- 
moved on this account as soon as possible. This summer 
it again made its appearance, but as soon as this was 
observed the stock were removed. 

SYMPTOMS, 

The following is Mr. Kerrigan’s description ; 

When first noticed, the skin covering the nasal and 
superior maxillary bones, the upper and lower lips, eye- 
lids, and the distal half of the ears is hard be tense, 
and covered in some places by a thin layer of dried sero- 
sity. There is also an edematous condition of the sub- 
cutaneous tissnes of these regions, which causes the nos- 
trils tc become partially occluded, the accumulation of 
muco-serous exudate at their external openings fre- 
quently completely closing them and forcing the animal 
to breathe through the mouth. This cedematous condi- 
tion soon disappears, leaving the skin in a dry and 
brittle condition, it ultimately becoming necrotic and 
slonghing from the affected parts. 

Prehension of herbage isimpossible through inability 
to use the lips, and ! believe it is partly due to this and 
partly to the occlusion of the nostrils that death of the 
affected animals occurs. 

The schneiderian membrane is congested, and there is 
a narrow dark-purple ring of congestion around the 
coronets of each foot of the animals examined, the latter 
condition being absent in the healthy animals. 

Beyond a small quantity of serous exudate (14 02.) in 
the pericardium, the internal organs are normal, 

There was no evide ice as to how long the sheep were 
in the paddock before the first case appeared. 

CAUSE. 

The manager, Mr. Snowball, and Mr. Kerrigan all 
avree that there is apparently nothing in the paddock 
which can account for the complaint, and that it is toall 
intents similar to the other mustering-paddock, in which 
no cases have occurred. 

Smearings on slides, and pipettes of blood, pericardial 
serosity, and of subentaneons cedematous material, as 
well as portions of affected skin and mucous membrane, 
were forwarded by Mr. Kerrigan for further examina- 
tion. 

The blood and serosity contained no organisms, and 
the pipettes containing these fluids remained sterile 
even after prolonged stay at blood heat. Smears from 
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the subcutaneous cedema received from Mr. Kerrigan, 
and smears made by me from portions of affected tissue, 
however, showed the presence of numerous cocci, gener- 
ally in groups or in pairs. 

Cocci were also found in the contents of pipettes tilled 
from the subcutaneous effusion. 

Sections of lips, skin of nostrils, ears, ete., showed 
acute dermatitis, with congestion of blood vessels and 
hyperplasia. Here and there, chiefly in the cutis vera 
and subcutaneous tissue iti.mediately underneath, were 
very small degenerated areas, amongst which were scat- 
tered cocci, generally in small dense masses. These 
cocci (like those in the smears) stained readily with the 
method of Gram. None were demonstrated in the coro- 
net lesions, which consisted only of a congested area. 

The cocci were readily cultivated on ordinary artificial 
media, both at room and blood temperatures. 


APPEARANCES ON MEDIA. 


On serum the cocci form circular colonies with smooth 
edges and slightly raised centre. At first whitish, they 
gradually assume a yellowish tinge. On agar the 
colonies are similar, and earlier cultures showed a slight 
lemon tinge, which later on was lost in subcultures 
Gelatine in stabs is rapidly liquetied cylindrically, but 
the growth does not diffuse, and shows a remarkable 
cohesive tendency, the needle varrying away a compara- 
tively large quantity. In broth cloudiness is rapidly 
developed, and there is formation of a large cohesive 
deposit. On potato the growth is slow, and forms a 
distinctly brownish-yellow growth. Growth in milk is 
rapid, and it becomes curdled in twenty-four hours. In 
liquid media the cocci are in groups, chietly distributed 
as staphylococci, but many having a_ streptococcic 
arrangement. On all solid media the cocci are difficult 
to separate from each other, and present more of the 
characteristics of zoogleea than of staphylococci. Indol 
is not formed. 

EXPERIMENTS. 


Lamb, four months old. 


Inoculated in subcutaneous tissue of inner surface of 
thigh with 1 c.c. broth subculture twenty-four hours old. 

The following morning the animal was prostrate, 
pulse almost uncountable, respirations 220, and tem- 
perature 106°. There was a considerable swelling, hot 
and painful, but with no discolouration at the region of 
inoculation. 

The following day the symptoms were similar, but 
that the animal wasable to stand ; the temperature fell 
to 105°2°, and the respirations were 200, the pulse being 
still very frequent. Food was still refused, and when 
movement was forced the inoculated leg was carried. 
The whole of the internal aspect of the leg was swollen 
from the groin to the hock joint. 

During the next four days there was gradual improve- 
ment, the temperature falling daily till it remained at 
104°, while the respirations and pulse became also less 
frequent, though the former continued high. The 
appetite returned slightly on the fourth day, and the 
animal moved without compulsion. The lameness of 
the leg remained very marked, and little or no weight 
was placed theron in movement. The swelling ceased 
to be so painful to the touch, and the skin-temperature 
gradually decreased. 

On the sixth day after inoculation, as the animal 
was definitely not likely to succumb, and improvement 
was rapid, it was decided to slaughter. 

Post-mortem Examination.—On comparison of the 
inoculated limb with the other before skinning, there did 
not appear yo | great abnormality. Manipulation detec- 
ted diffuse subcutaneous swelling with a large firm area 
just at the seat of the inoculation. 

When skinning was attempted the whole of the skin 
below the epidermal layer was found to be thickened 


and firmly adherent to the subcutaneous tissue, from 
which it could barely be distinguished. The whole skin 
and subcutaneous tissue of the inner surface of the limb, 
down to the inferior border of the tarsus, presented the 
appearance so characteristic of the changes that occur 
in the disease of the horse termed “lymphangitis.” 
There was the same thickening of the areolar tissue and 
dermis, with intense infiltration of serous effusions and 
semi-caseous material. 

At the point of inoculation situated amongst the 
muscles of the thigh was a large hemorrhagic mass the 
size of an orange. This clot was composed partly of 
degenerated necrotic muscle, but chiefly of blood, and 
was sharply circumscribed by the ragged edges of the 
muscles, which were of greyish colour. Bands of 
degenerated muscle-tissue extended inwards to the 
femur and upwards as far as the acetabulum. All other 
organs were normal with the exception of a few puncti- 
form hxmorrhages on the surface of the spleen. 

Microscopical examination of the serosity and de- 
generated material showed very few cocci, these being 
most numerous in the blood-clot, from which they were 
recovered in a state of purity. 

The blood and spleen contained no organisms, and 
pipette contents remained sterile after forty-eight hours 
at blood heat. 

Other Exrperimeuts. 


The organism soon loses some of its virulence through 
growth on artificial media. A sheep was inoculated in 
the cheek with 0°25 c.c. broth culture, being the fourth 
subculture from that originally used. The following 
day there was diffuse subcutaneous swelling over a con- 
siderable surface, extending torward to the nostril and 
downward to the inferior border of the jaw. The 
nasal chamber was injected and catarrhal. The tem- 

erature could not be ascertained properly, the animal 
ase very wild, but there was no evidence of consti- 
tutional disturbance. The swelling gradually became 
less diffuse, and ultimately formed a_ subcutaneous 
abscess the size of a small orange, which burst spon- 
taneously the thirteenth day after inoculation, and this 
was followed by complete recovery. 

A calf inoculated in the side behind the shoulder with 
$c.c. culture of the same date as that received by the 
sheep inoculated in the cheek developed a tenipera- 
ture of 105° next day, though there was little apparent 
swelling. The following day there was distinct diffuse 
swelling, the temperature being 104°8°. The tempera- 
ture fell to normal in two days, while the swelling gradu- 
ally increased but became more circumscribed, until a 
fortnight after inoculation it was the size of a football. 
It was then incised and found to contain thick yellowish 
pus, in which were numerous cocci. 

Attempts to transfer the disease by rubbing cultures 
on to slightly scarified surfaces of skin of the face failed. 
— injections failed to produce any serious 
results. 

These experiments (which attempts will be made to 
repeat next year, if opportunity permit) demonstrate 
the cause of the disease fairly conlusively to be the 
coccus described. 

The means whereby inoculation occurs under natural 
conditions is difficult to understand. Personally I am 
inclined to believe the spines, or prickles, of thistles or 
other plants (of which the sheep, or some sheep, ale 
fond) must act as the agents of introduction. I have 
placed this suggestion before the manager, but he knows 
of nothing likely to cause such injuries which at least 
are more prevalent in the affected paddock than in the 
other. However, seeing that each paddock covers at 
area of 12,000 acres, there may be something at that 
time of year which, with a working hypothesis may 
yet be ascertained. 


Mr. Kerrigan has heard that the disease is uot WD 
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known elsewhere, and it is hoped that more extended 
observations may throw more definite light upon the 
whole subject. Heretofore, owing to the extremely 
small percentage affected, it is possible that others may 
have deemed the matter not worthy of attention. 

The experiments confirm to a great extent Mr. Kerri. 
gan’s Opinion that death is not the direct result of the 
disease, but is due immediately to the interference with 
feeding and breathing induced by the swelling of the 
skin of the nostrils, lips, ete. 

I shall be particularly pleased if farmers and run- 
holders who have had experience of any cases which they 
think may have been similar to those described will 
communicate with me in reference thereto. 


A FORECAST FOR A NEW VETERINARY 
SURGEONS ACT.* 


By Frank W. Garnett, M.R.C.V.S. 


In giving a brief réswmdé of the various Charters and 
Acts pertaining to our profession, it will be seen how it 
has been found necessary in years past to alter, extend, 
and amend them from time to time, as experience has 
shown to be necessary, in order to keep the profession in 
line with the ever changing conditions under which our 
modern civilisation moves. 

The granting of our first Charter in 1844 has been fol- 
lowed by subsequent Charters in the years, 1876, 1879, 
1883, and 1885, and by Acts of Parliament in 1881 and 
1900. It will thus be seen that if we except the Act of 
1900 it is 22 years since the veterinary profession re- 
viewed its position with regard to its Body Corporate 
and its relations with contemporary institutions. Ex- 
perience has been gained during the last 22 years of the 
working of our various Charters and Acts, and I think 
the time is fast approaching when we shall have to make 
a careful survey of our position and, if necessary, bring 
ourselves up to date and in closer touch with the modern 
requirements of the profession, by amending their short- 
comings and strengthening the position of the profession 
generally. 

CHARTER OF 1844. 


Incorporation of R.C.V.S. Veterinary art a profes- 
sion. Formation of Council of not more than 31 or less 
than 24 members, of whom one shall be President, and 
six vice-presidents, and one secretary, all elected from 
the members. Annual general meeting first Monday in 
May. Ten members to forma quorum. Officers to be 
members of Council and go out of oftice at the annual 
general meeting. The first meeting of Council to take 
place within one month of the annual meeting. Coun- 
cil to have entire charge over the Body Politic. Powers 
to make bye-laws for the regulation of Council for the 
management of the estates, goods, effects and property 
of the Body. Times and manner of examining students 
and nature of examinations. Appointment of examin- 
ers and admission and rejection of students, either 
previous to their examination or upon admission as 
members. No Professor to be an examiner. Fee for 
admission as a member not to exceed ten guineas. Three 
months notice and a special meeting of Conncil required 
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to serve on Board of Examiners after ten years from 
this date. Council elected by members by means of 
voting papers, Annual meeting may be held every 
third year in Edinburgh or Dublin. Removal of name 
from Register requires two-thirds of the Council to 
be present and a three-quarter majority, Appoint 
registrar and secretary. Council power to hold land. 


CHARTER OF 1879. 


Highland and Agricultural Society cease to grant 
veterinary certificates, and the terms of admittance of 
holders ot that certificate as members of the College. 
Council to make bye-laws for such admission. Voting 
papers for Council to be returned three clear days before 
the election. 

AcT oF 1881. 


Register of Veterinary Surgeons to be printed once a 
year and kept correct. Council bound to examine stu- 
dents in England, Scotland, and Ireland. Section 6: 
Removal of names from Register. Section 7: Restora- 
tion of names. Section 8: Proceeding to be persned in 
either section 6 or 7. Register evidence in all cases. 
Registrars of death in the United Kingdom to report 
deaths of members and to receive costs of same. Sec- 
tion 11: Penalty for obtaining registration by false pre- 
tences. Section 12: Penalty for Registrar making a 
false entry in Register wilfully. Registration of foreign 
and colonial practitioners holding diplomas recognised 
for the time being by the Council, in case of rejection 
power to appeal to Privy Council. Previous ieabee 
confirmed, Section 15: Existing practitioners to be 
placed on a separate Register, but no one registered 
under this section to be deemed a member of the Royal 
College. Section 16: Penalty for false representation as 
to Membership or Fellowship of the College. Section 17 : 
Penalty for using title name or description of veterinary 
surgeon or specially qualified to practice the same. 
Section 18: Exercise of powers under this Act by Privy 
Couneil. 

CHARTER OF 1883. 

Power of Council to make bye-laws ete. as to mini- 
mum age of admission of members. lees raised to 13 
guineas for admission as members, and five guineas for 
registration for foreign and colonial practitioners. Pre- 
sident, vice-presidents, secretary and treasurer to remain 
in office till the appointment of their successors, Regis- 
trar to be appointed at same time as President, ete. 

CHARTER OF 1885, 

Every member eligible for election to the Council who 
is 26 years of age and has been in practice five years. 
The President and vice-president to be elected from 
members of the Council. Number of members of Coun- 
cil to be 32, eight of whom retire annually. Annual 
general meeting to be held on the first Wednesday in 
June. Power of Council to hold preliminary examina- 
tion of all students. No member of Council to be an 
examiner, and vice vers. 

Act oF 1900, 
Extension of disciplinary powers of the RC “V.S. to 
holders of the veterinary certificate of the Highland and 
Agricultural Society of Scotland. 


* ° 


toalter bye-laws, and to be confirmed at a special meet- 
ing of Council seven to fourteen days after. All pro-| 


perty vested in the Body Corporate. | 


CHARTER OF 1876. 


Creates Fellows and Fellowship Degree. Power to | 
appoint Honorary and Foreign Associates. No member | 
not a Fellow to be eligible as member of Council or 


at 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on Thursday, June 6th, 


and Acts require 
* Presented at the monthly meeting of the Central \ M.S cide whether we proceed by Charter or 


It will be seen from the foregoing statement that our 
various Charters and Acts have been very considerably 
altered and extended, and new powers conferred on the 
Council as experience has fonnd necessary. I think I 
shall be able to show you that there are reasonable 
wrounds existing at the present time as to the necessity 
of our considering the advisability of obtaining another 
new Act. If the profession decides that our Charters 
amending it will be for counsel to de- 
Act, or both, 
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REGISTERED PRACTITIONERS. 


The decision of the Privy Council that registered 
practitioners did not come within or were in any way 
amenable to the bye-laws of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons has opened up the whole 
question of the position which registered practitioners 
hold under the Charters and Acts of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. In the opinion of counsel 
registered practitioners do not come under Section 6, and 
if they do not come under that section they cannot come 
under Section 17. The concluding words of counsel are 
as follows : 

“ Now that the mistake of the Act of 1881 has been 
discovered by the Privy Council, and as it was a Bill in- 
troduced by the head of the Privy Council, and in refer- 
ence to which the Government draughtsman ought to 
have seen that consequential amendments were made in 
the Commons, the Government ought to introduce the 
necessary amending Act.” 

Up to this time it had always been taken for granted 
and acted upon by the Council that registered practi- 
tioners came under Section 6 and their powers had 
never been disputed. In any new Act it would be 
necessary to make clear that registered practitioners 
were legally entitled to call themselves veterinary sur- 
geons and would come under the Act and Charters and 
bye-laws of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons as 
they had hitherto done. The clauses of the Act of 1900 
which brought the holders of the veterinary certificate 
of the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland 
under the general powers of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons, and the inclusion of registered practi- 
tioners in Section 17 of the Act of 1881 wonld be all 
that wonld be necessary to make this clear. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS COMPANIES. RESTRICTION OF 
PRACTICE. 


It has been found both by medical practitioners and 
dentists as well as by veterinary surgeonsthat unqualified 
persons and persons who have been dealt with for un- 
professional conduct or otherwise can evade the Charters, 
Acts and bye-laws of the professions named by recourse 
to the machinery established by the Companies Acts. 
In the present session of Parliament both the General 
Medical Council and the Dentists have Bills presented 
to do away with this anomaly. I suggest that clauses 
inserted in any new Act we may prepare should be 
draughted upon the lines of that of the General Medical 
Council, which are as follows ; I have made the neces- 
sary corrections :— 

(1) It shall be unlawful for a company, directly or 
indirectly, to practice as, or carry on the profession or 
business of a veterinary surgeon or any branch thereof, 
and if any company contravenes this enactment, the 
company and any director, manager, and other officer of 
the company who knowingly and wilfully authorises or 
permits the contravention, shall be liable, on summary 
conviction, to a fine not exceeding five pounds for every 
day during which the contravention happens. 

(2) This Section shall apply to every company, 
whether formed and incorporated before or after the 

ssing of this Act. 

(3) Anything which should be an offence under the 
Veterinary Surgeons Acts or Charters, if committed by 
an individual, shall be an offence if committed by a 
Company. 

Powers OF REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


I do not think that anyone who has taken an interest 
in the questions brought before the Committee can say 
that the work of the Committee has been satisfactory 
to the profession as a whole. 
accounted for: it is due primarily to the limitations of 
the powers of the Committee ; and secondly to lack of 
financial ability to carry out such powers as they possess. 


This, I think, is easily | 


Case after case is brought before the Committee by 
some informant who naturally desires to remain in- 
cognito ; the case is returned to him for further informa- 
tion, which he is unwilling or unable to procure either 
for tinancial or other reasons, and the case of course is 
not proceeded with. The profession should realise the 
limitations of the powers of the Committee. Take a 
case where one member accuses another of unprofess- 
ional conduct. They both appear before the Commit- 
tee, one of them gets his witnesses to attend and give 
evidence, the other cannot: the Committee hear the 
evidence and are compelled to give their decision on 
such evidence as is brought before them, which in such 
a ease as [ have cited would have to be on the words of 
one set of witnesses, which of course is absurd and which 
must naturally lead to a feeling of injustice to one of 
the parties. The Committee is blamed, and the 4ona- 


Jides of its members impugned, and the credit and 


prestige of the Council lowered. Then, again, the evi- 
dence in a case may be of a frivolous nature, but the 
Committee or Council have no power to assess costs. 

I maintain that in all instances where the Committee 
have prima facie evidence that there is a case to enquire 
into, it is the duty of the Council themselves to procure 
the evidence and decide the case on its merits. The 
cost to the Council of procuring the evidence in cases 
scattered all over the country would be very great, and 
the financial resources of the Council are at present 
utterly inadequate to contemplate such a course being 
pursued. 

In order to make the Registration Committee effective 
it would be necessary to increase the powers of the 
Council by inserting elanses in a new Bill embodying 
the following :— 

1. To empower the Council to appoint a judicial com- 
mittee of not more than five of its members for the pur- 
pose of investigating questions which may arise under 
sections 6, 7, 8, 11, 16, and 17 of the Act of 1881, which 
are not decided hy the Registration Committee. 

2. Such Committee to have power to subpoena 
witnesses, 

3. Assess costs. 

4, Try all cases brought before them in public. 

5. The findings of such Judicial Committee not to be 
subject to confirmation by the Council, but subject to 
appeal to the Privy Council. 

It would be the duty of the Registration Committee to 
procure evidence and lay the same before the Judicial 
Committee. I convinced that the Council must 
have some such powers as I have indicated above if 
they are to carry out the wo'k of the Registration Com- 
mittee in a judicial manner. 

Increased powers should also be obtained giving the 
Council power to advertise in the public press the name 
of any Fellow or Member whose name has been removed 
from the Register for unprofessional conduct. 


: ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE. 


There are few members of the profession, I take it, 
who would be unwilling to acquiesce in an annual regis- 
tration fee. The question has been ably laid before the 
profession by Major Butler, and in my opinion if we 
are to look after our own interests and progress In aby 
way at all as a profession, the Council must have more 
financial power to make itself felt. 

The duties of the Registration Committee can only be 
carried out, even under their present limited form, to their 
fullextent—to the extent to which I believe it is the 
entire wish of the profession that they should be carried 
out—if sufficient funds are placed at the disposal 
of the Council. Again, the work of the Parliamen- 
tary Committee which has been entirely neglected by the 
Council for many years past, if it is to be efficiently 
carried ont and the interests of the profession adequately 
protected, will in itself necessitate the Council spending 
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many hundreds of pounds a year. I hay 
with two of the pressing needs of the C 
are others no less pressing— 
would require large sums of mone 
upon them ; I refer to the establi 
rs of international dimensi 


year on binding one or two periodicals which are gener- 
ously given to the Council. 

While the possession of a library of the proportions | 
have indicated is of the highest importance to the pro- 
fession, of no less importance to us is the possession of a 
museum where everything might be found relating to 
that vast field of comparative work which the pursuit of 
our calling covers and which is not supplied by any 
other institution in Great Britain. Such a museum 
would be gradually recognised as the ce. tre of all com- 
parative work on diseases of the lower animals and 
would be of international dimensions. By spending our 
money judiciously on these great objects, which the 
position our profession holds among learned societies 
gives us, we should be only fulfilling a duty, and by the 
fulfilment of those duties we should at the same time be 
raising the position of the profession to the place it 
should hold as head of all comparative medical 
learning. 

There is no other way in my opinion to carry out these 
great and necessary reforms but by affording the 
R.C.V.S. sufficient financial assistance, and nothing effee- 
tive can be done in this respect but by the imposition 
of an annual registration fee of one guinea. 

Power todo this would be obtained under a new Act, 
and the collection would be made in January in each 
year ; if the fee was not paid by the end of the month 
the name of the defaulting member would be elimini- 
nated from the new Register, which is published in 
February each year. The payment of the fee would 
entitle the Member or Fellow to a copy of the Register. 


AMENDMENT OF SECTION 17, AcT oF 1881. 
This Section is as follows :— 

17. (1) If after the thirty-first day of December 
One thousand eight hundred and eighty-three 
any person, other than a person who for the time | 
being is on the Register of Veterinary Surgeons, or 
who at the time of the passing of this Act held the | 
Veterinary Certificate of the Highland and Agricul- | 
tural Society of Scotland, takes or uses the title of | 
Veterinary Surgeon or Veterinary Practitioner, or | 
any name, title, addition, or description, stating 
that he isa Veterinary Surgeon ora Practitioner of 
Veterinary Surgery or of any branch thereof, | 
or is specially qualified to practise the same, he| 
shall be liable to a fine not exceeding twenty. 
pounds. 


This Section, on the advice of counsel, wants extend- | 
ing beyond the title or designation, to any person who 
may act as a veterinary surgeon inany branch of veteri-| 
nary art. Counsel quotes 6 and 7 Vie., C. 73, 5. 2, the | 
statute preventing persons not qualified from acting as 
solicitors in England and Wales as follows : “ From and | 


after the passing of this Act no person shall act as an ~ 


attorney or Solicitor, etc., etc.” | 

The strengthening of this Section in the manner above 
indicated would materially increase the powers of the, 
Council in dealing with many of those cases which are’ 
now brought before the Registration Committee. 


Spurious DEGREES. 


In a new Act the Council should seek powers t 
trol all degrees in veterinary science which may be 


e just dealt 
vollege—but there 
the carrying out of which 
y to be spent annually 
shment of a veterinary 
ons and ot Bodleian 
character, one in which every work published on the 


face of the globe might be found and referred to, till our 
library was acknowlodged as the reference library of the 
world on all matters relating to veterinary questions. 
At the present time we are spending a pound or two a 


dipping Order 


0 con- 
insti-!* 


tuted by any university or 
granting body. 

The view | have in mind in se 
adequately protect the Fellows and Members of the 
Koyal College of Veterinary Surgeons, to ensure that 
no other body shall institute a degree, unless it is of 
a higher standard as shown both by study and exami- 
nation, to compete with holders of the Fellowship or 
Membership Degrees of the Royal College. The buying 
of degrees in so-called higher veterinary science should 
be carefully guarded against. 

In my opinion no University or other degree or dip- 
loma granting body should have power to grant degrees 
or diplomas in any branch of veterinary science without 
having first submitted their scheme and course of. in- 
struction, and obtained the approval of the Council of 
the R.C.V.S. This would mean simply an extension of 
the principle of our one portal system. 


other degree or diploma 


eking such powers is to 


AFFILIATED ScHoots THE R.CLV.S. 


Increased power must be obtained by giving the 
R.C.V.S. the right to inspect the classes held in any 
affilizted school in order to effectively bring the teach- 
ing up to the highest level. In case of non-compliance 
with any regulations of the Council by any school in the 
conduct of its classes, the Council to have power to 
refuse to examine the students in the class complain- 
ed of. 

COMPULSORY PUPILAGE., 


Whenever the Council decides to obtain their next 
Charter or Act I think it would be well if they included 
|in ita clause giving them permissive powers to make 
'bye-laws regulating a twelve months pupilage to be 
taken at any time previous to the final examinations for 
the Membership Degree. 


EXEMPTION FROM JURIES. 


This is a question which has been before the profess- 
ion for many years and is one in which | think there is 
entire unanimity of opinion. [ need hardly remind you 
that Mr. Charles Allen tested this question in Ireland 
and established his case before five judges, sitting asa 
| Court of Appeal in Dublin, that veterinary surgeons in 
‘Ireland were exempt as medical practitioners from 
service on juries—that such a practice should obtain in 
Ireland and not in England is one of those unaccount- 
able anomalies for which the Law is so well known, 


Frees AND EXPENSES OF COUNCIL. 


In the Nurses Registration Bill which is drawn on 
similar lines to our Act of 1881 there is a clause which I 
think ought to be inserted in any new Act we may seek 
to obtain, viz., “There shall be paid to the members of 
the Council such fees for attendance and such reason- 
able travelling expenses as shall from time to time be 
allowed by the Council.” 1 do not think it necessary to 
enlarge upon such a reasonable proposal. 

Consequent on any or all of the above | provisions 
coming embodied in an Act of Parliament, it would be 
a final clause giving the Council power 


necessary to have 
for the purpose of carrying the same 


to make bye-laws 
into effect. 


At a meeting of the Staffordshire Chamber of Agri- 
culture at Stafford, a motion was args en adopted 
expressing the view that considerable difficulty is ex- 
perienced by farmers In understanding the recent sheep- 
issued by the Board of Agriculture, and 
Soard should endeavour to frame 


sting that the 
uggesting that th The Meat Trades’ 


heir Orders in plainer language.- 
Journal, 
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SCOTTISH METROPOLITAN 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The quarterly meeting was held in the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College on Wednesday, April 24th, the 
President, Mr. J. W. M‘Intosh presiding. There were 
present: Principal Dewar, Messrs. Baird, Rutherford, 
Riddoch, Henderson, Thompson, Sargeant, ard Gofton, 
of Edinburgh ; Spruell, junr., and Peddie, of Dundee ; 
Inglis, Forfar ; Aitken, Dalkeith ; Connochie, Ayton ; 
and Storie, East Linton. Visitor, Mr. A. M‘Kenzie. 

The Secretary (Prof. Gofton) read the minutes of 
the previous meeting, and intimated that letters of 
apology had_ been received from Messrs. Hutcheson 
and Cunningham, and Capt. Rudd. 

Messrs. R. Rerp, Cupar; D.Rerp, Auchtermuchty ; 
and Wm. Nairn, Blairgowrie, were elected members of 
the Society. 


COMMON INJURIES OF THE HORSE’S FOOT 
AND THEIR SEQUEL. 
By James Peppig, F.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,— When I promised your 
Secretary that [ would read a paper at this meeting, I 
did not anticipate that 1 would experience so much 
difficulty in preparing it. The vagaries of practice 
caused me to leave the writing of it over until rather less 
than a month from the date of meeting, at which period 
I unfortunately contracted blood-poisoning, and the 
time at my disposal has therefore been extremely 
limited. I do not like to preface a paper with apologies, 
but I think in fairness to the members of this Associa- 
tion I ought to say that under other circumstances | 
would have endeavoured to submit a paper more worthy 
of your general acceptance. The primary object of a 
however, is to stimulate free discussion among the 
members, and with this purpose in view I have selected 
a subject which should prove interesting to every general 
practitioner of veterinary medicine. 

As we are all very frequently called upon to treat 
— of the horse’s foot and their sequelz, [ am hope- 
ful that the popularity of the subject will arouse such 
a discussion as will more than compensate for the weak- 
ness in its introduction, and thereby result in some 
tangible benefit to the members and to myself. The 
first injury I shall deal with is 


PrIcKS IN SHOEING. 


These are of fairly common occurrence and the horse 
shoer cannot always be blamed for them. The predis- 
posing causes are—very thin walls, irregularity in the 
thickness of the wall, rolled in heels, old nails left in 
ae hoof, coarsely punched and badly directed nail 

oles. 

The symptoms vary considerably, the animal may 
show lameness immediately after the accident, and 
stand holding up the injured foot, or show signs of 
uneasiness by pawing, but on the contrary a fortnight or 
three weeks may elapse before lameness appears, often 
quite suddenly. In these cases the nail has probably 
only been driven close to the sensitive laminz, causing 

ressure followed by inflammation and suppuration. 

n bad cases when suppuration is established there is 
marked lameness, the animal hardly touching the ground 
with its foot. When the puncture is on the inside wall, 
the horse tries to go on the outside of his foot, and vice 
versa. 

Treatment.—If an animal is known to be pricked at 
time of shoeing and the smith runs some antiseptic into 
the nail hole—creosote, carbolic, or any other dressing, 
nine times out of ten no troublefollows. The first thing 
to dois to remove the shoe and test the foot with the 


object of locating the injury. In doing this one some- 
times finds that if there is a strong wall and sole the 
animal will not wince when pressed with the pincers 
unless a deep grip of the hoof is taken, especially with a 
deep nail. At other times it is difficult to locate the 
seat of suppuration as the whole foot seems to share 
in the tenderness. The nail holes on either side of the 
foot and at the toe must be cleaned out and their depth 
observed, and any evidence of moisture. The best 
searchers are these where the handle is as straight as 
possible and the point fine, double edged searchers of 
various widths are extremely useful for running up the 
side of a wall when following nails for diagnostic pur- 
poses. Once the nail is discovered, it should be follow- 
ed and thoroughly bottomed, and any discharges that 
may have formed liberated. In paring a foot we must 
look carefully for evidence of what is called a drawn nail, 
The shoer drives the nail so far and finds that he has 
jagged the horse or “beefed” him, as he calls it, and 
then he withdraws the nail. On examining the holes in 
the foot one finds probably that none of them are very 
high, but on paring out we find the mark of a deep 
drawn nail, inside the driven nail, or where a nail has 
been left out altogether, and this is often the cause of 
the trouble. Hot antiseptic baths and poultices com- 
plete all the treatment that is necessary in the great 
majority of cases, and once the inflammation and accom- 
panying tenderness have passed off the shoe is put on 
with an antiseptic dressing and leather sole. 


PICKED UP NAILS AND OTHER FoREIGN*Boptes, 


These are most commonly large box nails and cut nails, 
tackle teeth, pieces of sharp metal, wire, glass ete. 
Another very common foreign body which frequently 
penetrates the sole is the clip of a displaced shoe. Nails 
most frequently penetrate the foot in the neighbourhood 
of the frog, especially about the lateral clefts, although 
they may, and do, occasionally enter at other points of 
the solar surface, injury with the clip of a shoe most 
frequently occurs at the toe and quarters of the foot. 
There is usually well marked lameness with picked up 
nails and the penetration of other foreign bodies, the 
lameness to a certain extent depending on the position 
and extent of the injury. One is guided in diagnosing 
the condition by the character of the lameness and 
subsequent examination of the foot. It is a very safe 

rocedure to examine the foot carefully in all cases of 
ameness. The sole and frog should be carefully clean- 
ed, and when the penetration is discovered the horn 
should be thinned round about it and the wound thor- 
oughly bottomed. I do not know of any case where 
the services of a handy, well trained smith are more 
valuable. A farrier who knows how to use a searcher 
properly and can thoroughly bottom a_ penetrating 
wound is of the greatest assistance to the veterinary 
surgeon, and he frequently gets some knocking about in 
accomplishing his object. In paring the foot one has to 
be careful not to draw blood until the wound is opened 
as deeply as possible. When the course of the injury 
is properly exposed the part should be freely swabbed 
with any strong antiseptic dressing 1-20 carbolic lotion, 
10 per cent. solution of zinc chloride ete. The foot 
should be immersed for a few hours at a time in a hot 
antiseptic foot bath, and when removed from this a warm 
antiseptic poultice applied, or a —— of linseed and 
owdered charcoal. This must continued until we 
ow a healthy wound and distinct improvement in the 
general condition, when an antiseptic dressing should be 
adjusted and the shoe put on. In cases which do badly 
it is generally found that the injury has extended to the 
deeper parts of the foot, viz., the plantar cushion, the 
flexor pedis, perforans tendon, the os pedis, or the pedal 
articulation, with accompanying deep seated necrosis 0 
tissue. In these cases the lameness persists and be- 
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comes more marked, the tissues swell up the back of the 
leg, fever is increased, the appetite fails, and the animal 
becomes more tucked up in the belly. Where necrosis 
of the perforans tendon exists, resection of the necrosed 
portion is recommended. [ cannot say that my exper- 
ience of this operation has been extensive, being con- 
fined to two cases, and unfortunately both did badly. 
However, I have flattered inyself into believing that 
the cause of my un'oward aie lay rather in the delay 
in operating than in want of care in the operation it- 
self. I donot know of any case that calls for the exer- 
cise of greater care and judgment in forming an opinion 
as to whether one should operate or continue with Jess 
radical treatment. I think it would be difficult to lay 
down hard and fast rales when to operate, but [ think | 
am justified in saying this, that in a valuable horse 
where there is well marked evidence of deep seated 
necrosis and the case is doing badly, the operation 
should be performed without undue delay. I do not 
know the feeling of other members on this point, but [ 
confess it is not an pentee that 1 have a great desire 
todo frequently. The operation consists in preparing 
the foot in the usual way with antiseptics. The horse 
is then cast and chloroformed and a tourniquet firmly 
applied to the leg to be operated upon. It is best to 
have the horn thoroughly thinned in advance. Incisions 
are then carried along either side of the frog, in the 
lateral laminz, meeting at the point of the frog. This 
V-shaped portion is then dissected backwards and held 
back by shouk or a tape. This exposes the terminal 
portion of the tendon. The course of any fistuiz are 
carefully noted and any necrosed tissues, which latter, 
if not removed by the knife must be thoroughly curetted. 
If the terminal portion of the perforans tendon is found to 
be necrosed it must be excised by severing its attach- 
ment to the semilunar crest of the os pedis, and reflee- 
ting it backwards until over the upper part of the navi- 
cular bone, exposing its gliding surface. It is here ex- 
cised in a transverse direction, great care being taken to 
avoid injuring the pedal articulation, and the stump of 
the tendon removed. The cartilage or gliding surface of 
the navicular bone is examined and scraped to make 
a granular surface. The wound is then freely swabbed 
with an antiseptic 1-20 acid carbolic, or strong mercuric 
chloride lotion, dried with sterile swabs, and dusted over 
with iodoform and boric acid equal parts, and then a 
packing of pledgets of iodoform or double cyanide gauze, 
covered by sublimate wood wool, marine lint, or car- 
bolised tow, the bandages firmly applied and the foot 
enveloped in double ply clean cotton and a clean boot. 
The dressings should be applied with firm pressure to 
begin with, which is later reduced. In the later stages 
of healing the shoe is put on and the dressings retained 
in position with slips. I cannot tell you from exper- 
ience the length of time necessary for the wound to heal, 
but various writers put it at from six weeks to three 
months. 
Should horses be put in slings when suffering 
from injuries to the foot? In bad cases I think they 
should, as the extreme weight is taken off the sound leg 
and the animal can rest more comfortably than it could 
otherwise do. Ido not, however, sling all foot cases, 
as one very frequently finds that if the animal has a 
good loose box with short litter—preferably sawdust, 
it will go down and rest very comfortably during treat- 
ment. Constitutional treatment must not be neglected 
in aggravated cases ; sedatives combined with febrifuges 
may be administered and occasionally a mild purgative, 
such as aloin and calomel. 1n all cases of deep punc- 
tured wounds about the foot, particularly where there 1s 
good reason to believe that soil, manure or other ex- 
traneous matters have been carried to the deeper tissues 
of the foot, I think it is advisable—especially in valu- 
able horses, to give injections of tetanus antitoxin. There 
is only the expense to consider, and one never knows 


When tetanus may supervene during the healing 
process, 


TREADS oR INJURIES IN THE REGION or THE CoRONET, 


These are caused by the animal tramping the inside 
of the opposite leg when turning or backing, and 
hurried, excitable horses are very apt todo so. Treads 
are also caused by animals slipping in frosty weather or 
on greasy causeway, and in itchy legged horses when 
attempting to rub the opposite leg with the calkin or 
toe piece of the shoe. Injuries in this region may of 
course arise in other ways. In the case of horses work- 
ing in pairs: the injury may be on the outside of the 
foot. The lesion is always aggravated if the horse’s shoes 
have been sharped or sharp cogs are being worn at 
the time. The importance of the lesion depends in 
great measure on the position and depth of the injury 
and whether there has been much subsequent soiling of 
the injured tissues. Asa rule it may be said that deep 
injuries are more serious the nearer they are to the toe, 
and more amenable to treatment when back towards 
the heels. This rule does not always hold good, for 
sometimes a tread on the coronet at the heel involves 
injury to the lateral cartilage and is followed by a 
quittor which may give considerable trouble. 

In treads of the coronets deep seated suppuration 
sometimes ensues, the extensor pedis tendon may be- 
come necrosed, suppuration may extend to the pedal 
articulation from the sub-coronary region, a portion of the 
coronary band may be destroyed, or the lateral cartilage 
of the foot may become necrosed, resulting in quittor. 
The importance of treads therefore depends on the 
extent of the injury and subsequent lesions and one 
must be very guarded in giving a prognosis. 

Lameness (except in very slight cases where only the 
skin and superior border of the hoof are cut) is usually 
well marked, and in some cases excessive, fever is high, 
the animal is greatly distressed, and often sweats pro- 
fusely. One frequently finds a rapid necrosis of the 
tissues at the seat of injury and this gangrenous or ery- 
sipelatous inflammation has a marked tendency to spread 
to neighbouring parts in spite of the treatment adopted 
to prevent it. ; 

reatment of these injuries is essentially antiseptic, 
our aim being to thoroughly cleanse the part, permit 
drainage where possible, and reduce inflammation. The 
hair should be carefully removed from the skin around 
the injury and the parts thoroughly cleansed with a 
strong antiseptic dressing, subsequently, the foot should 
be immersed for a few hours at a time in a hot antiseptic 
bath alternated with warm antiseptic poultices, con- 
tinued till improvement is marked. Once the wound 
becomes healthy ordinary antiseptic and astringent 
dressing must be combined, and later the wound may 
te dusted with Iodoform and tannic acid and covered 
with an adhesive dressing. A very small injury of the 
skin around the pastern or coronet may be followed by 
very serious trouble. 

In town practice during the winter months, and 
especially in heavy horses employed by carriers, con- 
tractors, and coal merchants, one 1s frequently called 
to attend a horse with a well marked painful swelling 
in that region, ora nasty ulcerous sloughing wound, and 
I have no doubt most of these cases owe their origin to 
infection from a wound, however small, becoming soiled 
by the dirty liquid mud in the soft places where they 
have frequently to work. I have also on several occa- 
sions observed the same condition on the hind pasterns 
of cows. 1 think it is therefore not out of place to 


include this condition under treads. 
Lameness is always well marked and there is also 


great constitutional disturbance. 
Treatment consists in swabbing the parts thoroughly 


with a strong antisep'ic, hot baths and poulticss to 


favour the separation of the slough. I have tried many 
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things in this condition ; the free application of swabs 
soaked in peroxide of hydrogen sometimes does good, 
and when pain is very severe I put on a piece of lint 
soaked in glycerine of belladonna, or cover the face of a 
poultice freely with it. Constitutional treatment is fre- 
quently necessary, and later antiseptic and astringent 
or dry dressings are indicated. 


SANDCRACK. 


This is met with in both light and heavy horses. It 
is asplit or solution in the continuity of the horn in 
the wall of the foot. It occurs most frequently at the 
toe in the hind foot, and on the quarters and towards the 
heel in the fore foot. The causes of this condition are 
brittleness of crust, very straight walls, injuries to the 
wall or coronary band, severe strain when starting heavy 
loads, or any sudden strain thrown on the wall, especi- 
ally when weakened by excessive rasping or other pre- 
disposing cause. Lameness is ae well marked 
when a horse is brought for examination and we are 
asked to see it, and the crack is as rule easily detected, 
though sometimes there is very little to be seen, only a 
small crack on the upper part of the wall. There is 
considerable heat in the foot, and tenderness on pres- 
sure at the coronet just above the fissure. 

Treatment.—-In simple cases a blister to the coronet 
and the application of an adhesive ointment to the wall, 
or what answers very well, keep it brushed with treacle. 
If much Jameness a foot bath or poultices may be neces- 
sary, and when tenderness has subsided the crack may 
be either clamped with an ordinary horseshoe nail or by 
the finer method of sandcrack iron, clamp and forceps. 
In bad cases the shoe must be adjusted to relieve pres- 
sure and the crack severed at its upper border. The 
method 1 adopt is to cut through the wall with the 
edge of a rasp, in a transverse direction, immediately 
below the coronet and across the upper end of the crack. 
I then cut clean through with a fine flat double-edged 
firing iron, completely severing the crack at its upper 
border. [then make a deep V-shaped incision in the 
wall below this, the apex of the V meeting the horizon- 
tal line at the crack thus AH. The partis then immedi- 
ately covered with tar and a blister applied to the 
coronet and repeated. Subsequent treatment consists 
in keeping the crack regularly filled with tar, and atten- 
tion to shoeing to see that undue pressure is removed 
from this portion of the wall. In from ten days to three 
weeks the animal can be put to work, and in a few 
months time the hoof grows down quite solid and strong. 
I have had excellent results with this line of treatment, 
and have come to regard a sandcrack as a comparatively 
simple lesion of the foot. Unless the crack is severed 
at its connection with the coronary band it is perpetuated 
in the new horn as it grows, and I think that if cases 
were operated on earlier less trouble would be ex- 
perienced in their treatment and removal. 


QUITTOR. 


The last lesion which I will be able to deal with is 
— and it is not the least important. Quittor is 
the term applied to an inflammation of the coronet in 
the region of the lateral cartilage, associated with the 
formation of fistule as the result of necrosis in the 
underlying tissues. This lesion usually results from 
such injuries as treads, overreaches, bruises, etc., or it 
may and does frequently follow a suppurating corn, a 
prick in shoeing, or picked-up nail, or even a sandcrack 
in the quarter of the foot. This disease is often trouble- 
some to treat, and a guarded prognosis must be given. 
Quittor begins with an inflammatory swelling of the 
coronet in the region of the heel, with probably marked 
swelling of the bulb. This is followed by the formation 
of a small abscess which bursts and leaves a fistula, this 
may or may not heal and in a short space of time is 
followed by another abscess, and so the conditions goes 


on. There is usually lameness which varies greatly jn 
individual cases, sometimes in heavy draught horses 
lameness is not very severe and the animal may cop- 
rome to do slow work, if not regulariy at least intermit- 
tently. 

consists in hot antiseptic foot baths and 
poultices, and sometimes a blister may be — with 
advantage. Fuistule must be carefully probed and if 
possible bottomed, thoroughly curetted and dressed with 
strong antiseptics. If this is not done they should be 
freely injected with a powerful caustic dressing with the 
object of producinga healthy surface, and thus promote 
healing. The injections to be of any use must be 
thorough and frequent, and fol‘owed in a few hours hy 
a hot antiseptic foot bath and poultices. Some practi- 
tioners resort to plugging the fistule with dry caustics, 
I have no experience of this treatment, I only use injec- 
tions or the actual cautery. I have had excellent results 
with the free use of the actual cautery. In cases where 
the fistulz run down below the coronary cushion I never 
hesitate to thin the horn and make a dependent open- 
ing, or if need be excise a portion of the coronary band 
and wall. The great object in the treatment of quittor 
is to get any necrosed tissue removed, with the estab- 
lishment of a healthy granulating surface, and to do this 
it is necessary to have proper drainage. Where necrosis 
has extended to the lateral cartilage, it will frequently 
be found necessary to resort to more radical treatment 
and perform an operation for the removal of this body. 
This is an operation which though troublesome is not 
nearly so difficult as one would imagine, and like many 
other operations after they have been carried out for a 
time or two it quickly loses its serious aspect in the 
eyes of the operator. The subsequent treatment re- 
quires much care to keep the parts quite healthy. The 
operation is as follows :—It is well the day before opera- 
ting to clip the hair very close from the skin well round 
the quittor, and thin the horn over the lateral cartilage 
until it can yield freely with pressure, the parts are then 
thoroughly washed with soap and water, and freely 
dressed with strong antiseptic swabs retained in position 
by bandages and a clean poultice boot. The horse is 
cast, chloroformed, and a tourniquet firmly applied to 
the limb and the leg secured ina suitable position. An 
incision should then be carried along the upper part of 
the wall below the coronary cushion the whole length of 
the cartilage and the tissues carefully separated from the 
underlying cartilage, avoiding unnecessary injury to the 
coronary band, when this is done a blunt hook serves to 
keep coronary band out of the way, and the cartilage is 
then dissected out. 

Another method is to carry an incision along the wall 
below the cartilage and another vertical incision through 
the skin and coronary cushion meeting in the middle of 
lower incision. The two flaps are then dissected back 
with their subjacent tissues and the cartilage then ex- 
cised. The flaps can be kept back by means of hooks, 
or a tape passed through the edges. When removing 
the anterior portion of the cartilage which covers the pro- 
truding synovial sac of the pedal articulation, tlie foot 
should be fully extended and great care exercised. Any 
fistule are thoroughly scraped, the parts carefully swab- 
bed with a strong antiseptic and dressings applied. 
Many dressings may be used, but I favour those which! 
described in the radical operation for picked up nail. 
The dressings are carefully applied with firm pressure, 
which is subsequently relaxed as the wound heals. 
Healing takes place in from six to eight weeks. | would 
just like to me that this is certainly an operation that 
may be undertaken by anyone, and if sufficient care | 
taken to ensure strict asepsis, with a feeling that success 
is assured. 

I do not propose to go further into the subject, I am 
sure there are many members who have a large store 
of knowledge and experience to draw upon, and | look 
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forward with much interest to the discussion. I do not 
for a moment expect that all iy opinions will meet with 
your approval, nevertheless I have stated my views as 
far as possible from a practical standpoint, and I hope 


to profit by the experience of others during the dis-! 


cussion. 
Discussion. 


The CHAIRMAN said that they had listened to a most 
interesting paper, and as a number of those present had 
had large experience, especially in towns, he hoped the 
discussion would be full of profit. 

Mr. RUTHERFORD said he had nothing but admiration 
for Mr. Peddie’s paper. Mr. Peddie had evidently de- 
rived his information from practical work in the forge 
and in the stables. He did not regard the use of the 
hot iron in the treatment of quittor as very good sur- 
gery, and had seen bad results from pushing a piece of 
red hot iron into a foot without having a very clear idea 
as to where the iron would arrive. He thought asa rule 
quittor could be managed without that sort of treatment. 
He did not think pricked injuries were so common now 
as they used to be when he was a boy, and that was due 
to the fact that they now had better nails. Boys had to 
be taught to point the nails, and it was not one in halfa 
dozen who could point them properly. If then there 
was a difficulty in driving there was a corresponding 
chance of injury to the foot. In the case of a prick fol- 
lowed by lameness at an indefinite period, perhaps not 
tilla week after a fresh shoeing, the pus was black when 
released and the wound healed very easily once it had 
been thoroughly opened. The dangerous kind were 
those in which they had active inflammation occurring 
thirty hours to two or three days after a fresh shoeing. 
Of these a certain percentage did not recover, and that 
was due to damage to the lamin which if not properly 
relieved might lead ultimately to the death of the 
animal. 

Producing a number of very interesting specimens Mr. 
Rutherford described one from a case which he had 
been called in to examine after treatment by a black- 
smith who had enjoyed the tuition of the Heriot Watt 
College and thought himself capable of treating any 
kind of lameness. The horse had fallen suddenly lame 
--supposed to have been pricked—and after suffering 
for some weeks the animal’s foot was in such a condition 
that he had, on seeing the animal, recommended him to 
be destroyed. He emphasised the necessity for opening 
up the wall freely in all cases in which hor-es had been 
severely pricked and were making no progress, and in 
which they suspected the laminz were damaged. He 
was a little afraid that the young men of their profes- 
sion were not so ready nor so well adapted to treat these 
cases as a number of the practitioners of thirty or forty 
years ago. They drew their recruits from a different 
class now, and he thought that there was a tendency to 
avoid anything like the active employment necessary to 
acquire that manipulative dexterity which was necessary 


to deal with diseases of the foot. Everyone had not the 
ability to handle a drawing knife properly, and unless. 
that ability was possessed by the young veterinary sur- 
geon it was left to the smiths, and very few of them could 
make a job of dressing a foot. He held that that was 
wrong : it was not smith’s work. Slinging he thought 
was desirable in many cases, although occasionally they | 
got a horse which would not stand in slings. __ 

Referring to another specimen he said that this horse 
had fallen suddenly Jame on the same day as he was | 
shod. He had repeatedly examined the horse and form: | 
ed the opinion that he was lame from a fractured pedal | 
bone, but could not be certain. The horse could not) 
stand in slings, and he had never seen one in greater’ 

in. Every treatment was tried, but eventually the 
orse was destroyed. The case was one of necrosis of | 
the articular surface of the os pedis—the result of a 


plugged blood vessel. There was a little suspicion of 
damage which however was too high to have been caused 
by a nail. 

With reference to another specimen he stated that the 
foot had been taken off by an engine wheel and left 
dangling by skin and tendon. He fully expected on 
examination to have found the bones badly fractured, 
but the flange of the wheel had passed between the 
coronal and pedal bones and had not even split the 
hoof, it had simply broken the wing of the os pedis. By 
way of contrast he showed the os suffraginis of a horse 
whose pastern had been run over with the rubber tyred 
wheel of a motor car. The bone was broken into a 
number of fragments. (Applause). 

Mr. J. Srorte spoke of cases of thrush and injury 
caused through sand getting into the frog. He found 
some of these gave great trouble and that the best treat- 
ment after cleaning out the frog as well as possible, and 
perhaps poulticing it for a day or two, was to push com- 
mon salt well up into the cleft. 

Mr. A. Batrp asked Mr. Peddie whether in operating 
for quittor he removed the whole of the lateral cartilage. 
He did not remove the whole of it and got quite good 
results by simply removing the dead portion. He 
thought that the treatment with the hot iron was work- 
ing completely in the dark, the only treatment for a 
quittor was to cut down and remove the diseased 
cartilage. 

Mr. J. ConNocuieE said he would rather lay a horse 
down than put him in slings. When the horse was 
obliged to stand for weeks on one foot as a result of 
injury to its fellow, the sound foot often gave w ay anda 
much worse condition was produced in it than existed in 
the foot originally under treatment. 

Mr. T. M. INGLIs said that they were indebted to Mr. 
Peddie for his paper and to Mr. Rutherford for his re- 
marks, which he always based on experience and 
common sense. He would have liked to hear a little 
more about thrush, which often gave a lot of trouble 
though it looked simple enough. He had recently hada 
case of tetanus which he thought originated from a bad 
thrush in a hind foot as he could find no other injury. 

Mr. A. SpREULL, JuNR., also expressed appreciation of 
Mr. Peddie’s paper. 

Principal Dewar, referring to the treatment of sand 
crack, said that if it occurred in the inner quarter of a 
thin foot it was difficult to treat and difficult to cure. 
He once treated a Clydesdale horse which had sand- 
cracks in three feet. He got them erred, but ina couple 
of months the horse had three fresh sandecracks in other 
positions. It was evident that the born was of very 
inferior quality and that was a tendency to sanderack, 
He homologated what had been said about pricks from 
shoeing. With the nails the men had now as compared 
with the past, they required a good deal of excuse for 
pricking a horse. With reference to picked up nails he 
described the treatment which he saw applied in the 
srussels Veterinary School. A horse which had picked 
up a nail was brought into the School and was at once 
placed in stocks and its foot secured. The horn on each 
side of the opening fo° a considerable distance was then 
stripped off—it was not only thinned a bit, it was 
actually stripped off, and the wound after being thor- 
oughly cleaned out was filled with antiseptic powder by 
means of a fluted probe which carried the powder right 
to the bottom of the wound. It was seldom that they 


‘adopted such radical treatment but it would be advan- 


taveous if they did it more frequently, as one did not 
know where the lesions might terminate. As to quittor, 
he agreed with what had been said regarding the hot 
iron. One could never be sure that the hot iron was 
reaching the point desired. When operating he removed 
the whole of the lateral cartilage and he had done so in 
both ways. By making a vertical incision and removing 
the underlying cartilaje they yot the best view of the 
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seat of the operation. Some ten or twelve years ago he 
had operated in this way on an animal in the College 
yard, and although the horse had a bad attack of colic 
five or six days later, displacing all the dressings and 
soiling the wound in tumbling about the box, healing 
had taken place perfectly, and no appearance of sand- 
crack or deficiency of the wali had been left. The foot 
was afterwards the best one the horse had. He was 
surprised to find that thrush was such an important 
disease, he did not find that horses often went lame from 
thrush. 

Mr. RuTHERFORD remarked that the condition of the 
frog referred to was what he was in the habit of calling 
“gravel frog” something more than a thrush. [Mr. 
StoriE: Yes, decidedly]. He had found it always in 
heavy horses working amongst sand or the soil of the 
street. It was due to inflammation of the sensitive frog 
and apiece of it sloughed out. There were cases of 
sloughing of the sensitive frog not thrush. 

Mr. Stone: I[ did not mean to imply that they were 
thrush. 

The Secretary said he knew Mr. Peddie’s paper had 
been prepared under difficulties, and expressed his own 
and the Society’s thanks to him for bringing forward 
such excellent material for discussion. With reference 
to the subjects dealt with he said he was quite convinced 
that thorough paring and the making of a free opening 
throngh which any pus which might form could escape 
was more than half the treatment in injuries to the foot. 
Picked up nails were examples of this, and fewer cases 
would go wrong if an adequate opening were made, in 
order that suitable dressings could reach the injured 
structures. It was no use treating a suppurating sand- 
crack in any way until they had opened it out and 
allowed the pus to escope. A suppurating sandcrack 
was a dangerous condition ; he had in his possession 
the os pedis of a horse the whole of the front of which 
had been diseased simply asa result of neglected sand- 
crack. In these cases it was not sufficient to make a 
narrow straight opening, the horn must be cut away on 
each side of the crack to relieve the pressure, as the 
pressure of the horn kept the pus confined. 

The chief causes of pricks mentioned had been bad 
nails and the carelessness of smiths, but the coarse 
stamping of shoes was another cause, and this was some- 
times done maliciously. He recalled a case in which 
two fireman had been dismissed from a blacksmith’s 
shop and within a week he had been called to several 
cases of pricks in each of which the shoe had been 
stamped in such a way that it was impossible for the 
nails to be driven without penetrating to the quick. 

In connection with quittor he had never used the hot 
iron and was not aware that he had ever seen a case in 
which it had been used. Itseemed to him that in using 
it they were using an agent over whose action they had 
not snfficient control. From strong caustic applications 
he had seen very bad conditions of the foot result, and 
he thought these ought also to be condemned on account 
of the difficulty in controlling the extent of their action. 
He did not always remove the whole of the lateral 
cartilage in operating for quittor, but was guided largely 
by the age of the quittor and the number and position 
of the sinuses. Ina recent case there was often only 
a single small area of cartilage diseased, and it was 
sufficient to remove this in order to effect a cure, but in 
an old case it was common to find several necrotic areas 
or the cartllage extensively diseased, and the correct 
treatment there was to remove the whole of the cartilage. 
In no other way could they be sure of removing the 
whole of the diseased tissue, and to leave one of the 
necrotic centres was merely allowing the case to 
continue. 

Mr. Pepptk, replying to the discussion, thanked the 
members for the lenient criticism to which his remarks 
had been subjected. He had had no intention of sub- 


mitting an academic address, but merely stated the 
results of his experience gained during eleven years in a 
busy town. In mentioning the various treatments he 
had stated methods which might be adopted and perhaps 
he should have made it clear that certain things which 
he stated might be done he had of late years himself 
discarded. The actual cautery for example in the treat- 
ment of quittor he had discarded. It was somewhat 
empirical and working in the dark, and he did not alto- 
gether approve of it. 

With reference to pricks and similar injuries the great 
thing was to get the injury thoroughly bottomed, and 
the services of a handy blacksmith were a great advan- 
tage. He agreed that if a horse would go down and 
rest in a good comfortable loose box he often did 
better than in slings. He had had a very large number 
of sandcrack cases and had never had any trouble in 
dealing with them in the way he had indicated. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Peddie 
for his paper. 

SPECIMENS. 

Mr. Srorte exhibited a kidney which he had removed 
from a very valuable yearling iodine bull. The bull 
was continually pressing and straining, and on examina- 
tion he had found him to hnve a floating kidney to 
which he attributed the symptoms. The kidney was 
removed by an opening made in the left flank, the bull 
was about an hour under chloroform, and as soon as he 
got over that he had commenced his food and had not 
lost a meal since. He was doing well and to all ap- 
pearance had not missed his kidney since if was removed 
three months ago. 

Mr. Storie also showed a large tumour which had been 
removed post-mortem from the throat of Highland 
bullock and which had caused him to make a great roar- 
ing noise, especially during feeding. 

The Secretary thanked Mr. Storie for bringing for- 
ward the specimens and congratulated him cn_ the 
success of his operation. He appealed to the other mem- 
bers to follow Mr. Storie’s example and bring forward 
interesting cases and specimens bor discussion, in order 
that their meetings might be made of interest and value 
to those who attended them. 


HYPeERTROPHIED HEART. 


He then showed on behalf of Capt. Rndd the heart of 
a troop horse which had belonged to the Scots Greys, 
and read the Captain’s notes on the case. The heart 
was hypertrophied, its weight immediately after re- 
moval from the carcase being nineteen and _three- 
quarter pounds. The pericardium, particularly over the 
auricles, was covered with a false membrane indicating 
pericarditis, and the heart sac contained about a quart 
of blood-stained fluid. Numerous _petechix were 
present on the endocardium and in the heart muscle. 
The condition of the pulmonary valves was most interest- 
ing, they showed very large vegetations, one mass of the 
growth being partially calcitied and extending for a dis- 
tance of six inches into the pulmonary artery which was 
dilated to accommodate it. The other valves of the 
heart were slightly thickened, but showed no very 
marked change. This condition of the heart Capt. 
Rudd attributed to the effects of rheumatic fever. The 
horse had been under treatment for eight weeks being 
adinitted to hospital in the first instance on account of 
very severe lameness. The lameness persisted through- 
out the whole course of the illness, but had not remain 
confined to one limb, it had been intermittent an 
erratic and each leg in turn had been the seat of lame- 
ness. Painful swellings of the joints, particularly of 
the knees and hocks, hid developed. The horse’s ten- 

erature had been elevated throughout but was variable, 

‘ing always higher in the evening than in the morning. 
A distinct heart murmur was detected a few days after 
admittance to hospital, the pulse, however, had remained 
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firm and steady. Notwitstanding a fair appetite the 
horse had wasted rapidly, and some three weeks before 
death had become so weak and reduced that he was placed 
in slings. 

The SEcRETARY also exhibited the heart of a sow 
showing vegetations on the auriculo-ventricular and 
pulmonary valves. The growth at the entrance to the 
pulmonary artery almost completely blocked it, only a 
small narrow channel being left for the passage of blood. 
The right ventricle, consequent on this obstruction, was 
much dilated, and its walls hypertrophied and equal in 
thickness to those of the left ventricle. ‘Lhis specimen 
had been sent to the College and from the history the 
sow did not not appear to have shown any very defi- 
nite symptoms of illness. She was found dead, and it 
was said she had been somewhat unthrifty for a few 
weeks previously. 

After comments on these cases by Principal Dewar 
and several members, the meeting was brought to a 
close with the usual vote of thanks. 

A. Gorton, See. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


The 64th annual general meeting of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons was held «at 10 Red Lion 
Square, Bloomsbury, W.C., on Wednescay, June 5th, Sir 
John M‘Fadyean, President, in the chair. 

The following members of Council and members 
signed the attendance book :— Messrs. N. Almond, R. 
Porch, J. W. Gresswell, S. Locke, F. W. Thompson, 
R. C. Trigger, C. H. Harrison, Hugh A. MacCormack, 
W. J. Mulvey, E. Lionel Stroud, W. Freeman Barrett, 
G. A. Banham, F. W. Wragg, W. Roger Clarke, J. M. 
Skinner, A. H. Jacobs, A. E. Willett, J. A. Meredith, J. 
S. Hurndall, William Hunt, F. W. Garnett, James Kowe, 
G. C. Lowe, F. Hobday, G. H. Wooldridge, Arnold 
Spicer, S. Stockman, and J. McKinna. There were also 

resent Mr. George Thatcher, the solicitor, and Mr. Fred. 

ullock, secretary. 

The SECRETARY announced letters or telegrams of 
apology from Messrs. Joseph Abson, William Bower, J. 
Fraser, A. W. Mason, and James Simpson. 

The SxcretTarRy read the notice convening the 
meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Locke, seconded by Mr. E. L. 
Stroud, the minutes of the previous annual meeting, 
which had been circulated to all the members, were 
taken as read ; and on the motion of Mr. Locke, second- 
ed by Mr. J. McKinna, were confirmed. 

ELECTION OF COUNCIL. 

The SecRETARY read the Scrutineers’ Report, as fol- 
lows :—“ We, the undersigned scrutineers, certify that 
the votes recorded in the voting papers for the several 
candidates nominated for election to Council were as 


follows :— 
Stockman 968 McCall 786 
Mettam 907 Wharam 737 
Locke 896 Burt 588 
Lawson 881 Gibbings 57 
Dewar 874 Allen 527 
Barrett 810 


There being nine vacancies on the Council, !he Pre- 
sident declared that the following gentlemen had been 
elected members of Council : Stockman, Mettam, Locke, 
Lawson, Dewar, Barrett, McCall, Wharam and Burt. 

The PresmpENT explained that it was necessary to 
determine which of the nine gentlemen would be reck- 
oned as taking the place of the late Mr. Cope, and he 
proposed to do that, in the usual way, by putting the 


names of the nine gentlemen into the ballot box, and 
drawing out one, the gentleman whose name was drawn 
in that way to be taken as oecupying the place of the late 
Mr. Cope on the Council. 

Chis procedure was followed and the nawe of Prof, 
Dewar was drawn. 

Mr, TRIGGER asked how long Prof. Dewar would be on 
the Council, 

Mr. Locke said for one year. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. Ban- 
ham, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the seru- 
tineers for their duties, the scrutineers being Messrs, 
Hugh MacCormack, Ernest A. Prudames, Kenneth J. 
Urquhart, Frederick Thomas Trewin, W. Stanford 
Harrison, J. W. Brownless, William J. Watt. 

ANNUAL Report, 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr, 
Wragg, the — and balance sheet were received. 

Mr. J. W. GReEssWELL drew attention to alterations 
made in bye-laws as mentioned in the report, and asked 
whether bye-laws could be made, suspended, altered, or 
obliterated by two or more members of the Council, or 
whether the bye-laws had to be contirmed by being 
passea at the annual meeting. He also drew attention 
to the fact that in 1877 the bye-laws numbered 75, but 
during the past 30 years they had been increased by the 
addition of 41 other bye-laws. He also desired to know 
when bye-laws 113, 114, 115, and 116, relating to profes 
sional conduct became bye-laws of the Council. He 
noticed in the report that the Registration Committee 
had considered wore than 60 cases, and out of those 60, 
four were summoned to appear before the Council. With 
regard to one member summoned to appear before the 
Council, he was able to say that when he received the 
notice he was in ill-health, and was unable to appear, 
but under bye-law 113 his name was struck off the 
Register, and even before the name was struck off it was 
yublished to the world in the columns of The Record. 

he gentleman he referred to had over £1,000 spent 
upon his education and in fitting him for the > 
and yet with a streke of the pen the Councii had struck 
hita from the Register. He desired to know why the 
name of a gentleman who had worked hard for the ee 
fession for a number of years should have been struck off 
in that way. He might have made a mistake, but if the 
Council had approached him he would have done his 
best to remedy that mistake, and as a matter of fact, 
when he received a notice from the Council he stopped 
advertising in every shape and form. 

The PRESIDENT said it was necessary to ask for the 
name of the gentleman referred to, because naturally 
the Council would wish to make some cefence of their 

ction. 

: Mr. GRESSWELL said the name of the gentleman he 
referred to was Mr. James Brodie Gresswell, whose 
name was removed from the Register when he was quite 
unfit to appear before the Council, and he thought it was 
rather taking an unfair advantage of a man when the 
Council behaved in that way. If the name of any 
veterinary surgeon who made just one or two mistakes 
was to be renioved from the Register, it would be very 
hard lines, and would make it impossible for the rising 
generation to recoup the expense their parents had been 
put to in fitting them for the profession. He thou ght it 
was a question that should be reconsidered, especially as 
he saw no bye-law under which that name could be re- 
moved. The matter was going to the Privy Council. 
The gentleman le referred to had given a guarantee and 
had discontinued advertising, and he thought a very 
great injury had been inflicted not only upon the mem- 
ber himself but npon his family and relatives. He 
noticed that one of the bye-laws stated “That every suc- 
cessful candidate shall on his admission as a member of 
the College subscribe ‘tis name to the rules and bye-laws 
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of the College for the time being.” A bye-law was only 
a private regulation, and was not a thing to commita 
man upon. He thought bye-laws had been made with- 
out coming before the annual meeting, and he should 
like to know whether that had been before the Privy 
Council. He thought the members of the College 
should have some voice at the annual meeting with re- 
gard to any bye-laws that might be thonght necessary 
for the College. 

The PrestpENT did not know that he was able per- 
sonally to supply Mr. Gresswell with all the informa- 
tion for which he asked, but what he was unable to 
furnish himself would be furnished by the Solicitor. 
With regard to the first question, whether it was within 
the power of two or more members of Council to alter or 
suspend any bye-law, the answer was contained in the 
provisions of the original Charter, which were as follows: 
“Provided nevertheless that any order, rule, or bye-law 
or any alteration in or repeal of any existing order, rule, 
or bye-law shall not be made unless notice of the inten- 
tion to make such order, rule, or bye-law, or such altera- 
tion or repeal of any existing order, rule, or bye-law 
shall have been given at a previous Council nor unless a 
fair copy or copies in writing of the same shall have 
been hung up in some conspicuous place in the common 
meeting room of the Council for and during the space 
of three calendar months previous to the meeting of the 
Council on which it is intended to propose the same, 
nor unless the same shall be made at a Council specially 
called for the purpose and shall be confirmed by another 
Council also specially called for the purpose and held not 
more than 14 days nor less than seven days after the day 
on which the Council at which the same shall have been 
proposed shall have been held.” The answer, therefore, 
shortly, to the first question was in the negative. He 
also ventured to say that Mr. Gresswell was entirely in 
error in supposing that any alteration of bye-law or re- 
peal of bye-law or any new bye-lew passed in conformity 
with what he had just read required confirmation b 
the annual meeting, or submission to the Privy Council. 
With regard to the question as to the precise date on 
which bye-laws 113 to 116 inclusive were passed, it 
would be impossible to answer that without a great deal 
of trouble. Approximately it might be said the bye-la.ws 
were made about 12 years ago. He was very sorry that 
Mr. Gresswell should have thought it necessary to use 
the expressions he had used in referring to the action of 
the Council in removing the name of a member from the 
Register, although he admitted that it was not un- 
natural that Mr. Gresswell should not view the matter 
in thesame light as Members of Council. But he felt 
justified in resenting the imputation that the Council 
took advantage of a man’s illness in order to strike 
his name off the Register without listening to the 
defence which he desired to offer. The story of the 
Registration Committee’s consideration of certain con- 
duct by the member and the consideration by the 
Council afterwards was a rather long one, but the main 
facts of the story were perfectly fresh in the recollec- 
tion of all members of Council, and he would ask the 
Solicitor to be good enough to tell the meeting what 
those facts were. But he was perfectly sure that the 
members of the College who were present, and those 
who would read the report of the annual meeting 
would believe him when he said that the Counci 
found no pleasure in removing the name of any mem- 
ber from the Register (Hear, hear) ; in fact, they only 
took such an extreme procedure when they felt abso- 
lutely compelled to do so. He also felt Mr. Gresswell 
was not justified in representing to the annual meet- 
ing, and in a sense to the profession at large, that if a 
member of the profession happened to make one or 
two mistakes he was in imminent danger of having his 
name struck off the Register. In that connection there 
was discrimination. There were certain actions of 


which a member might be guilty, which would probably 
immediately and without repetition lead to his name 
being struck off the Register, but actions of that kind 
would, in his opinion, be very improperly described as 
mistakes. Nothing that could be correctly described asa 
mistake would induce the Council to remove the name 
of a member from the Register. It was an open secret 
that the offence of the gentleman referred to by Mr. 
Gresswell was advertising in a way that the Council 
thought improper. He was aware that there were great 
differences of opinion throug’out the profession as to 
the seriousness of the offence against bye-laws and pro- 
fessional ethics which a man committed when he adver- 
tised ; but he unhesitatingly said that no meinber ever 
had his name struck off the Register because he adver- 
tised once or even twice. Nobody had ever had his 
name struck off the Register for advertising provided he 
had been willing to give an undertaking to the Council 
on \° would not advertise in the future. (Hear, 
ear. 

Mr. GeorGeE THATCHER said there was not simply 
one complaint against the member referred to, but he 
believed seven. He was rather sorry that Mr. Gresswell 
had not given notice of the subject because then the 
exact facts could have been looked up. As it was he 
was obliged to rely to a certain extent upon memory. 
The member referred to was cautioned two or three 
years ago against advertising, and he then gave an under- 
taking that he would discontinue the offence, and, for 
all he knew, the member did at that time discontinue 
such offence. But within the last year, or father more, 
the offence was continued, and the usual intimation 
was issued. He gathered from Mr. Gresswell that he 
was under the impression that the case was proceeded 
with because the member did not attend. What really 
happened was that the case was adjourned twice. On 
the first hearing the member did not attend on the 
ground of illness, and the case was adjourned, and 
that was repeated twice, so that the member had three 
opportunities of coming forward and did not come. It 
was also put to him that all he had to do was to discon- 
tinue advertising and write giving an undertaking not to 
advertise for the future. He, however, did nothing of 
the sort, and seemed to set the Council at defiance. It 
really came to a question whether one man was to con- 
travene a bye-law which all the rest of the profession 
were observing. (Hear, hear.) It was a question not be- 
tween that particular member of the Council, but be- 
tween him and the profession, and the Council had but 
one step to take and they took it. The matter was now 
under appeal to the Privy Council, so that to a certain 
extent the matter is swh judice, and he was not even 
sure that he was justified in saying anything at the 
— moment. With regard to cases of advertising, 

e could confirm every word the President liad said 
upon the subject. It was only necessary for the person 
offending to say “I am sorry for it, and I will not do 
— and there was an end of the matter, (Hear, 

ear. 

Mr. GREsSWELL asked that the date of the passing 
of bye-laws 113 to 116 should be sent to him, and the 
President undertook that that should be done. 

Mr. Gresswell went on to refer to the case of the 
— whose name had been erased from the Register, 

ut— 

The PRESIDENT insisted npon the question being 
regarded as closed. He thought it improper, in view 
of the circumstances of an appeal to the Privy Council, 
that the matter should be further discussed. (Hear, liear). 

Mr. Roger CLARKE asked whether the result of the 
— would be published. 

he PRESIDENT had no donbt it would come before 
the Council in the ordinary course of business and in 
that way would be published, but the Council itself did 


not publish anything except in the annual reports. 
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On the motion of Mr. McKtnna, seconded Japt. 
Wricut, the report and balance sheet were at - 

The PRESIDENT drew attention to the fact that for 
the convenience of members the hour of the meeting had 
been altered, with the hope that there would be a larger 
attendance, but the result appeared to show that there 
was very little advantage gained by the alteration. He 
also mentioned that the annual dinner was being held 
that evening. 

On the motion of Mr. Bannam, seconded by Mr. 
Wragg, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the 
President for his conduct in the chair. 

The PRestDENT briefly returned thanks and assured 
the meeting that it was a very great pleasure to him to 
be present in the capacity of President at an annual 
meeting. The meeting then closed. 


THE ANNUAL DINNER. 


The annual dinner was held in the evening at the 
Holborn Restanrant, the President, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, 
in the chair. The attendance, as usual, was not large. 
Those present included Sir Edward Strachey, Bart., M.P., 
who represents Agriculture in the Commons, Sir J. 
Batty Tuke, M.P., Edinburgh University, Sir Thomas 
Elliott, K.C.B., Sir Shirley Marphy (L.C.C.), Sir 
Nigel Kingscote, Rev. B. Saunders Lloyd, Dr. 
Beaton, Messrs. J. Coutts Michie, W. Morton 
Smith, K.C., H. D. Searles Wood, R. A. N. Powys, G. 
Thatcher, A. W. Hill, Fred. Bullock, T. Allen Frost, 
F. W. Wragg, Col. C. Steel, Henry Lepper, F. W. 
Garnett, Fred. Hobday, Major Meredith, T. G. Chester- 
man, J.J. Bell, J. Rowe, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge. J. 
McKinna, 8. Stockman. H. A. MacCormack. 

The Royal toasts were given from the chair—briefly 
and ably. 

In the toast of the Services, which followed, Mr. 
Hunting emphasised onr strong belief in the efficiency 
of the Navy, and lightly indicated the possibilities of 
conscription for the Army: with a passing comment 
on the steady advance of the Veterinary Corps in 
efficiency and in appreciation. Major-General H. 
Thomson, C.B., in replying, said that the service regu- 
lations required reticence on the part of Army officers, 
but that the A.V.C. was composed of selected men from 
the cavalry and artillery, and that though only a small 
body, in general education these men showed a higher 
percentage than any other body in the Army. (App.) 
It was probably the last time that he would address 
them as Director-General, but he had every confidence 
that his successor would continue their present policy of 
educating the men. 

Major BuTLER, in a delightfully keen speech, proposed 
“The Houses of Parliament,” and foreshadowed the 
advent of a new Charter, the lines it might follow, and 
the aims and hopes of the profession that it wold 
represent. 

o this Sir Edward Strachey replied, and spoke of the 
experimental farm at Sudbury of the Royal Commis- 
sion, in which he was associated with Sir J. M‘Fadyean, 
Mr. Hunting, Mr. Stockman, and other gentlemen. As 
adairy farmer himself, he showed that he both knew 
and valued the services of the profession, and expressed 
a strong opinion that a much larger amount cf financial 
support should he provided by Government for investi- 
gation and prevention of animal diseases. 


Sir Toomas Ettiorr, K.C.B., proposed “ The R.C.VS.” | 


and compared the position of the profession to-day with 
the time of its formation half a century ago, and here 
again the speaker showed both knowledge and sympathy 
with the work and aims of the ‘profession. | 

Sir J. M‘Fapyean replied. Clear, logical, the pro- 
phecy which his speech indicated is one on which there 
there is no necessity to “ hedge.” 
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Even in the simple toast of “The Visitors ”—the last 
-” the list--the hopeful tone of the evening showed 

irough the brief speech of Mr, W. JJ. Mulvey—* We 
are honoured and pleased to see you—we shall be here 
again next year.” 
Sir F. Murpny, M.O. to the London fCounty 

ouncil, replied, and said that if their Bill, which had 
- passed the Lords, were as favourably received by 
the Commons it would result in further appointments 
for veterinary officers. 

) The whole tone of the speeches was “ Forward” and 
left a strong impression that there are capable men both 
inside and outside the profession who know that there 
is an honourable future in front of it, and who will do 
their share in forming it. 

There was a selection of music and recitations during 
the evening. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Seizures or MEAT IN GLascow. 


_Mr. Warr asked the Secretary for Scotland whether 
his attention had been called to the fact that on Feb. 
18th and 20th last forelegs of chilled beef were seized in 
Glasgow Meat Market on the instance of the agent of one 
of the largest meat exporters in the United States ; that 
these forelegs were stamped U.S. Inspected and passed : 
that they showed tuberculous nodules and on incision 
glandular invasion ; and whether he would say what 
steps the Local Government Board had taken to prevent 
importation of meat in such condition into Scotland. 

Mr. Suaw replied : I have received no oflicial infor- 
mation with regard to the facts mentioned by my 
honourable friend. The Local Government Board for 
Scotland has no power to prevent the importation of 
meat from any country. The present system of inspec- 
tion authorised by Section 43 of the Public Health Act, 
1897, is, if properly administered, sufficient to protect 
the consumer of foreign meat, as is shown by the seizure 
of the meat in the case referred to. 


Doc REGULATIONS, 


Mr. AsHLEyY (Lancashire, Blackpool) asked the hon. 
inember for South Somerset, as representing the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Agriculture, what was the meaning 
of the word “dog” for the purpose of regulations under 
section 2 (1) (a) of the Dogs Act, 1906; and at what age 
a puppy became a dog for that purpose (Cheers). ; 

Sir E. Srracney (Somerset, 8.): The word “dog” is 
not defined in the Act, but there is no doubt that it in- 
cludes puppies (Cheers). 

Mr. Asarey: But at what age does a puppy become 
a dog under the Act! I wish to know becanse several 
of my constituents have been prosecuted. 

Sir E. Srracney: What the hon. member wants to 
know is the effect of this section. It imposes no obliga- 
tion, but it gives powe: to make orders ; and what hap- 
pens is that the loeal authorities submit regulations to 
the Board of Agriculture for approval. The hon, mem- 
ber suggests that the local authorities and the Board of 


Agriculture would be so stupid as to make puppies wear 


collars (Laughter). 
Mr. ASHLEY: [ ask the simple question, What is the 


age which the regulations lay down ! (( heers), 
No answer was given. 


Obituary. 
Joux W. Barrorp, M.R.C.V.S., Southampton, 


Gradnated, Lond; Jan., 1882. 


Mr. Barford died in Camberwell, on Wednesday last, 
from epilepsy. He was 19 years of aze. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders | Rabies. |... 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases ©eP] Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-]| Onut- | Slaugh. 
Joreaks mals. jbreaks} mals. mals. Dogs. | Other reaks}] breaks.| tered * 
| | 
Gr.BRITAIN. Week ended Junelj} 23 27 12 1 92 | 370 
1906 ..] 24 | 26 24 36 5] 150 
Corresponding week in {1905 ..] 21 24 22 35 | 5 20 95 
1904... | 28 32 | 59 | 6 59 | 187 
Total for 22 weeks, 1907 on . | 624 713 397 =: 948 390 | 1045 | 5127 
1966... | 450 678 476 892 282 530 | 2781 
( orresponding period in 1905 .. | 467 662 521 9238 636 337 | 1605 
1904 .. | 472 | 749 640 1177 1040 646 3309 
Board of Agriculture und Fisheries, June 4. 1907. 
IRELAND. Week ended May 25 | .. | | 4 | 47 
1906 1 2 4 1 22 
Corresponding Week in | 1905 .. ee oe o 2 2 i7 
1| 1 2 2 26 
Total for 21 weeks,1907 .. 3 158 | 56 973 
1906 .. 2 2 oe 3 10 se -» | 140 29 437 
Corresponding period in 1905 .. 2 2 . 9 25 sae 215 28 329 
1904 .. 2 2 a+ 4 19 ae 353 77 | 1242 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May 30, 1907. 


Norg.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposec to Infection 


Personal. 


Mr. Jas. Ropertson, of Upton-on-Severn, has taken 
over the practice of the late Mr. G. C. Hunting, at 
Stalham, Norwich. 


The following paragraphs occur in Mr. J. A. Gilruth’s 
annual report to the New Zealand Government : 
have to regret the resignation of Mr. Alex. Crabb, 
Government Veterinarian and Inspector at the Christ- 
church Abbattoir, who had to take this step on account 
of urgent private business necessitating his return to 
Great Britain for a few months. During his almost 
eight years’ connection with the Department Mr. Crabb 
has proved himself a very capable and praiseworthy 
officer, and one who has not spared himself in the satis- 
factory conduct of his work. 


Mr. W. G. Taylor also resigned his position as Veteri- 
nary Inspector at Napier Abattoir, in order to commence 
practice in the Wairarapa, where I trust his skill and 
attention will be as well appreciated by the stockowners 
as they were by his Department. 


Mr. GrtrutH, who has been making a tour of the 
bacteriological laboratories of Europe, has just sailed for 
New Zealand. 


Mr. BaRNEs, whose appointment under the L.C.C. we 
noted last week, and is a native of Sutherlandshire, 
was for eleven years veterinary inspector in his native 
county under the County Council. He served eighteen 
months in Africa during the war as Chief Veterinary 
Inspector to the First Division, under Lord Methuen. 
On his return to this country he was appointed to be 
veterinary in the Edinburgh Sanitary Depart- 
ment, under Dr. Williamson. He takes up his new 
duties early in June. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
Wark Orrice, WHITEHALL, June 4. 


Army Veterinary Statf.—The undermentioned Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels from the Army Veterinary Corps to be 
Colonels : 

Charles Rutherford,C.M.G. Dated 17th May, 1907. 

Kay Lees. Dated 1st June, 1907. 


His Majesty the King held a Levée on June 3rd, at 
St. James Palace. 
The following gentlemen attended the Levée. 
* + ~ 


Capt. W. S. Mulvey, F.R.C.V.S. 1st. Middlesex 
Mounted Infantry. 


RE UNQUALIFED ASSISTANTS. 
Sir, 

You have in the week's Record inflicted on the profession 
another contribution from Mr. George Upton’s Book of 
Lamentations. He should, while there is time, retire from 
a profession the future of which appears so poor to him, 
and get the post of Special Funeral Correspondent to the 
Dail Wi ail—if there is such a journal, or if he prefers to still 
contribute to The Record, I am sure we should rather have 
something likely to help us.—Yours truly, 

R. W. Know es. 


Wisbech, June 5. 


ComMUNICATIONS AND Papers RECEIVED—Messrs. G. Lock- 
wood, J.A. Young, R. Knowles. 
The Yorkshire Evening Post, Western Morning News 
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